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Editorial.............

2016 International Year of Global Understanding (IYGU)
“Building bridges between global thinking and local action”
| The International Council for Science (ICSU), the International Social Science
gn'&?:gtAmI{ding Council (ISSC) and International Council for Philosophy and Human Sciences
| (CIPSH) jointly announced that 2016 is the International Year of Global
~" | Understanding (IYGU).

The aim of IYGU is to promote better understanding of how the local impacts the global in order
to foster smart policies to tackle critical global challenges such as climate change, food security
and migration. How to translate scientific insight into more sustainable lifestyles will be the
main focus of activities — research projects, educational programmes and information campaigns
— for 2016. The project seeks to go beyond a narrow focus on environmental protection and
climate policy and explore quality of life issues and the sustainable, long-term use of local
resources.

Sustainable development is a global challenge, but solving it requires transforming the local —
the way each of us lives, consumes, and works. While global negotiations on climate attack the
sustainability crisis from above, the IYGU complements them beautifully with coordinated
solutions from below - by getting individuals to understand and change their everyday habits.
This twin approach elevates our chance of success against this crisis, the gravest humanity has
ever seen,” said former ICSU President and Nobel Laureate Yuan-Tseh Lee.

It is hoped that this focus on tangible, local action will generate ideas for research programmes
and school curricula, as well as highlight best practice examples. Wherever possible, activities
will be communicated in several languages. Using this bottom-up approach, the I'YGU hopes to
support and extend the work of initiatives such as Future Earth, the UN’s Post-2015
Development Agenda, and the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development. The
involvement of the ISSC, ICSU and CIPSH in IYGU underwrites broad collaboration across the
natural and social sciences and the humanities, from across disciplinary boundaries and from all
around the world.

Vijikumar .S

Editor in Chief

Indian Journal of Natural Sciences
INDIA.



